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‘CAP- lVr -
An alt for relief of poor prifoners, and [etting them on work.

WHEREAS there is not yet any [ufficient prozr;/?an made for
the relief and [etting on work of poor and needy perfons com-
mitted to the common goal for felony and other mifdemeanors, whe
many times perifb before their trial 5 and the poor there living idly
and unimployed, become debauched, and come forth inflructed in the
praétice of thievery and lewdnefs : (2) For remedy whereof, be it
enacted by the King’s moft excellent Majefty, with advice and
confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in
this prefent parliament affembled, and by authority of the fame,

How ftocks  That the juftices of the peace of the refpe@ive counties at an
'“3{(}’; Pror. their general feflions, or the major part of them then there al{
ing the poor fembled, if they fhall find it needful fo to do, may provide a
on work. ftock of fuch materials as they find convenient for the fetting
poor prifoners on work, in fuch manner and by fuch ways, as
other county-charges by thelaws and ftatutes of the realm are
and may be levied and raifed ; and to pay and provide fit per-
fons to overfee and to fet fuch prifoners on work ; (3) and make
fuch orders for accounts of and concerning the premiffes, as
fhall'by them be thought needful, and for punifhment of neg-

le&s and other abufes, and for beftowing of the profit arifin
by thc labour of the prifoners fo fet on work, for their relief,
* which fhall be duly obferved ; and may alter, revoke or'amend
fuch their orders from time to time. (4) Provided that no parith
be rated above fix-pence by the week towards the premifies,
. having refpec to the refpective values of the feveral parithes.
Sicknefsand 11~ gnd whereas fometimes by occafion of the plague, and other
d";‘:f,f"’ :::g; whiles by the great number of prifoners, great and infeclious difeafes
;:_lmngm. B bave happened among the prifoners, whereby it bath come to pafs fome-
times that the judges, juflices and jurors bave, upon occafion of their
attendance at the trial of prifoners been infelled, and many of them
died rbere;y", and fon:¢:imes fuch infelion bath [pread in the country :
(2) For fome remcdy therein, be it by the fame authority en-
acted, That any (heriff of the refpetive counties having the
cuftody of the gaol, qr fugh Jngrfons who have the cuftody of
the gaol, with the advice and confent of three or more juftices of
the peace, whereofone to be of the guorum, may if they fhall
on enquiry or information fiad it needful, upon emergent oc-
cafions in the refpe&tive counties, provide other fafe places for
the removal of fick or other perfons from and out of the ordi-
nary and ufual gaols; (3) the fame places to be ufed and im-
ployed for the reception and cuftody of the prifoners, to be by
pr according to their order orgrders kept, ordered, difpofed and
conveyed to the places appointed for the gaol-delivery, in fuch
and like manner as fuch prifoners ought to be kept, ordered,
difpofed and conveyed, in and from the common gaols by the
laws and ftatutes of the land. Provided, no fuch place be made
ufe of for the purpofes aforefaid, againftthe good and free-will

of the owners thereof, ‘
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III. Provided alfo, and be it enafted by the authority afore- Removing of
faid, That the mayor, bailitfand other head officer, or any Prifoners.
other perfon and perfons who have and hath the cuftody of the
common gaol within any corporation of this kingdom and do-
minion of #alcs, fhall by and with the advice of three or more
juftices of peace within the faid corporation, whereof one of
them to be of the guorum, in time of infeGtion, have the like
power and authority for removing his and their - prifoners into
fome other convenient place within their jurifdition as to them
fhall feem fit, during the time of infetion ; and alfo to raifea -
ftock after the fame rates and proportions, as is herein before
allowed to and for the feveral counties of this kingdom.,

IV. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, as followeth, ﬂ{viz.) That whereas there is already
provided a ftrong and fufficient mefluage in the parith of Saint ‘
Thomas the apoftle near the city of Exon for the purpofe afore- p_
faid, and one thoufand pounds more by certain truftees, upon ’
propofals and agreements made by them with certain gentlemen,
juftices of the peace for the county of Devon, who have alfo pro-
vided one thoufand pounds more, in order to purchafe lands of
inheritance for the good purpofes hereafter mentioned ; (2) be
it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid two thou-
fand pounds be laid out in purchafe of lands of inheritance, by
order of the general feflions of the peace hereafter at any time
to be held, in the name of fuch perfons as by fuch order fhall
be appointed. (3) Jtem, That the faid houfe, with the grounds
therewith inclofed, be had and ufed as a common gaol and
work-houfe for the faid county in manner as is after exprefled. -
(4) Item, That an overfeer be therein placed by like order, and
by like arder be removeable from time to time; which overfeer
fhall have the charge, cuftody and government of the prifoners
to him committed, according to thisact, and fhall have fifty
pounds per annum during the execution of his office, and ten
pounds per annum for his deputy; but fhall therefore take no
fees for receiving, delivering or doing any other fervice relating
to the prifoners, from or of any the faid prifoners. (5) ftem
That the faid juftices by like order from time to time ﬂs'nall and
may, by approbation of the ordinary, provide and appoint fome
meet and difcreet minifter to read divine fervice according to the
orders of the church of England, unto the prifoners, at leaft
four days in the week, That is to fay, on the Lord’s day, each
Wednetday, and each Friday and Saturday, and oftner if the
faid jultices fhall appoint, and to take pains in inftru&ing them
each Lord’s day at the leaft, for which they may allow him thirty
pounds per annum or after that rate, the reft of the profits to be
for repairing the houfe, and towards finding a ftock for to fet
the prifoners on work. (6) Item, That any perfon charged with
fuch offence only for which clergy is allowable, if fo be he bg
needy and indigent, and not likely to maintain himfelfin gaol,
may by warrant of the juftice or juftices of the peace, to whom
jurifdi&ion in that behalf appertaineth, be committed to the faid

work-
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work-houfe in order to his trial ; (7) and if any perfon fhall be
committed to the ordinary gaol, who fhall be or become fo in-
digent, he may by warrant of three juftices of the peace, where-
of one to be of the guorum, heremoved from the ordinary com-
mon gaol to the faid houfe ; all which prifoners fo committed or
removed fhall be in the cuftody of the overfeer, and be ordered
and demeaned in the faid houfe, and conveyed to the feffions or
to the gaoj-delivery, by like warrant, way and means, as the
prifoners in other goals by the Jaws and ftatutes of this realm
are to be ordered and demeaned. -
© V. And becaufe the faid work-houfe is diflant from the ordinary
common gaol, the prifoners by order from the feffions or gaol de-
fivery gpay, inorder to their trials, be removed to the common
gol, to be the more ready for their trials. (2) frem, That the
id overfeer fhall give fecurity for the ftock, and be liable to
fuch regulations and orders for accounts and otherwife, as the
feffions fhall from time to time make for fetting the poor pri-
foners on work there, which fhall be obeyed and obferved. T hat
a convenient ftock be from time to time raifed at the charge of
thecounty. (3) Jtem, That the faid juftices of the county in
Devon may put in ure all the powers in this a&, as other ju-
flices may in any other county by virtue thereof :
VI. Saving to the King’s majefty, his heirs and fucceffors,

~ and to every other perfon and perfons, and their heirs, fuccef-

fors, executorsand adminiftrators, all rights, titles, claims and
demands whatfoever, into or out of the faid mefluages and pre-
miffes, as if this a& had never been made. -

CAP. V. -
An all extending a former afd concerning replevins and avow-
ries, to the principality of Wales gud the county palatines.

W HEREAS &y an a1 of parliamept, intituled, An a& for the
more fpeedy and effe@ual progeeding upon diftrefles and
avowries for rents, provifion is made where any plaintiff fbull be
monfuit before iffuce joined 1u any fust or veplevin, by plaint or writ
law‘fulb' returned, removed or depending in any of the King's courts
at Weftminfter; (2) be it enaéted by the King’s moft excellent
majeity, by and with the advice and confent of the lords (pi-
ritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parliament
affembled, That the faid a&, and all the powers and provifions

. thereby madefor caules of replevins depending in his Majefty’s

courts of We¢fiminfler, (hall be extended and be of the fame
force and efficacy in all caufles of replevin, which are or fhall be
depending in his Majefty’s court of common pleas for the coun-
ty palatine of Lancafler, the courts of the great feflions of his
Majefty’s principality of Zales, the court of the great feflions
or affizes for the county palatine of Cheffer, and the court of
tcommon pleas for the county palatine ot Durbam, as fully and
as amply for and during the continuance of the faid a&, asif
the faid courts had been mentioned thercia. AP



