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The University of the State of New York
Science Department, July 12, 1915

‘Dr John H. Finley

President of the Umiversity
Sir: I beg to communicate to you herewith and to recommend
for publication as a bulletin of the State Museum, a manuscript
with accompanying illustrations, entitled The Constitution of the
Five Nations, which has been prepared by Arthur C. Parker, the
Archeologist of the State Museum.

Very respectfully

Joun M. CLARKE

Director
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Approved for publication this 15th day of March 1915

President bf the University
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FIVE NATIONS
OR

THE IROQUOIS BOOK OF THE GREAT LAW

BY

ARTHUR C. PARKER

THE IROQUOIS CONSTITUTION

The constitution of the Iroquois League is known to the Iroquois
as the Great Binding Law, or the Great Immutable Law. Their
term for it is Ne” Gayinéshd”gowa. It was transmitted orally
from one generation to another through certain of the lords or
sachems of the confederacy who had made it their business to
learn it. Not until recently have the Iroquois attempted to put
their code in written form. For many generations its knowledge
has been preserved by a collection of wampum belts and strings,
each of which served to recall each law or regulation. Many of
the belts and strings became lost or destroyed, and fearing a total
destruction of their ancient archives, the Six Nations! of New
York Indians in 1898 elected The University of the State of New
York the official custodian of their wampums. The University
accepted the charge and the Legislature passed suitable laws
governing the custody of the wampums. In 19o8 the Director of
the State Museum was proclaimed the keeper of the wampums,
by Sa-ha-whi, president of the Six Nations.

1 The Five Nations became the Six Nations, with the admission of the
Tuscarora in 1724.
s






