
, 1912

22
;

X. Y.

s~ iiiversity of the State of New York

New York State Museum

: M. CLARKE, ])!

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FIVE NATIONS

. It'R C. PARKER

PAGE

The Iroquois constitution 7

The : Ida legend 14

The Code of Dekanahwldeh 61

itifederation of the
Vive

Nations 65
The condolence ceremony no
.The Hiawntlfa tradition 114

Appendix A: The Passamaquoddy
.

mm records 119

PAGE

Appendix B: Sketches of an Indian

Cpurfcil, 1846 126

Appendix C: Minutes of the Six

Nations Council of 1839 133

Appendix D: Minutes of the Coun-
cil of the Six Nations, upon the

Cattaraugus reservation 144

Appendix E: Certain Iroquois tree

myths and symbols 152

Index 157

3

7PPM5
916
.1

OBA

ALBANY
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF XE\V YORK

U)l6



Presented to the

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
LIBRARY

by the

ONTARIO LEGISLATIVE

LIBRARY

1988



V





*v York State Museum Bulletin
Application pending for admission as second-class matter at the Post Office at Albany, N. Y.

under the act of August 24, 1912

Published monthly by The University of the State of New York

No. 184 ALBANY, N. Y. APRIL i,

The University of the State of New York

New York State Museum

JOHN M. CLARKE, Director

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FIVE NATIONS

BY

ARTHUR C. PARKER

PAGE

The Iroquois constitution 7

The Dekanawida legend 14

The Code of Dekanahwideh 61

Origin of the confederation of the

Five Nations 65

The condolence ceremony no
The Hiawatha tradition 114

Appendix A: The Passamaquoddy
wampum records 1 19

PAGE

Appendix B: Sketches of an Indian

Council, 1846 126

Appendix C: Minutes of the Six

Nations Council of 1839 133

Appendix D: Minutes of the Coun-
cil of the Six Nations, upon the

Cattaraugus reservation 144

Appendix E: Certain Iroquois

myths and symbols 1 52

Index '57

M6or-Jli5-i50o

ALBANY
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE

L9l6

SEEN BY

HBs*
^ *.TC A*



THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
Regents of the University

With years when terms expire

1926 PLINY T. SEXTON LL.B. LL.D. Chancellor - - Palmyra

1927 ALBERT VANDER VEER M.D. M.A. Ph.D. LL.D.

Vice Chancellor Albany

1922 CHESTER S. LORD M.A. LL.D. ----- Brooklyn

1918 WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM M.A. Ph.D. LL.D. - -Syracuse

1921 FRANCIS M. CARPENTER ------- Mount Kisco

1923 ABRAM I. ELKUS LL.B. D.C.L. ----- New York

1924 ADELBERT MOOT LL.D. ------- Buffalo

1925 CHARLES B. ALEXANDER M.A. LL.B. LL.D.
Litt.D. ----------- Tuxedo

1919 JOHN MOORE ---------- Elmira

192-8 WALTER GUEST KELLOGG B.A. - - - - - Ogdensburg

1917 WILLIAM BERRI - - _ ^_ _ _ _ Brooklyn

1920 JAMES BYRNE B.A. L.L.B. ----- New York

President of the University

and Commissioner of Education

JOHN H. FINLEY M.A. LL.D. L.H.D.

nd Assistant Commissioner for Elementary Education

TH<|MAS|E. FINEGAN M.A. Pd.D. LL.D.

nt Commissioner for Higher Education

s S. DOWNING M.A. L.H.D. LL.D.

Distant Commissioner for Secondary Education

CHARLES F. WHEELOCK B.S. LL.D.

Director of State Library

JAMES I. WYER, JR, M.L.S.

Director of Science and State Museum

JOHN M. CLARKE Ph.D. D.Sc. LL.D.

Chiefs and Directors of Divisions

Administration, GEORGE M. WILEY M.A.

Agricultural and Industrial Education, ARTHUR D. DEAN D.Sc.,

Director

Archives and History, JAMES A. HOLDEN B.A., Director

Attendance, JAMES D. SULLIVAN

Educational Extension, WILLIAM R. WATSON B.S.

Examinations, HARLAN H. HORNER M.A.

Inspections, FRANK H. WOOD M.A.

Law, FRANK B. GILBERT B.A.

Library School, FRANK K. WALTER M.A. M.L.S.

School Libraries, SHERMAN WILLIAMS Pd.D.

Statistics, HIRAM C. CASE
Visual Instruction, ALFRED W. ABRAMS Ph.B.



/

. \





The University of the State of New York

Science Department, July 12, 1915

Dr John H. Finley

President of the University

SIR: I beg to communicate to you herewith and to recommend
for publication as a bulletin of the State Museum, a manuscript

with accompanying illustrations, entitled The Constitution of the

Five Nations, which has been prepared by Arthur C. Parker, the

Archeologist of the State Museum.

Very respectfully

JOHN M. CLARKE

Director

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

\

Approved for publication this i$th day of March 1915

President of the University
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THE IROQUOIS CONSTITUTION
The constitution of the Iroquois League is known to the Iroquois

as the Great Binding Law, or the Great Immutable Law. Their

term for it is Ne" Gayanesha"gowa. It was transmitted orally

from one generation to another through certain of the lords or

sachems of the confederacy who had made it their business to

learn it. Not until recently have the Iroquois attempted to put
their code in written form. For many generations its knowledge
has been preserved by a collection of wampum belts and strings,

each of which served to recall each law or regulation. Many of

the belts and strings became lost or destroyed, and fearing a total

destruction of their ancient archives, the Six Nations1 of New
York Indians in 1898 elected The University of the State of New
York the official custodian of their wampums. The University

accepted the charge and the Legislature passed suitable laws

governing the custody of the wampums. In 1908 the Director of

the State Museum was proclaimed the keeper of the wampums
by Sa-ha-whi, president of the Six Nations.

1 The Five Nations became the Six Nations, with the admission of the

Tuscarora in 1724.
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The Iroquois constitution is mentioned by both Morgan and

Hale, but neither seems to have been able to make a transcript

and translation of it. All the Iroquois nations were acquainted
with it and extracts from the law are found in many of the speeches
of their sachems, as recorded by historians, notably the French

explorers and Golden.

The version of the constitution now held authentic by the Iroquois

of New York and Ontario, embraces a narrative of the events

in the lives of Hiawatha and Dekanawida that lead up to its founda-

tion. Its special interest lies in the fact that it is an attempt of

the Iroquois themselves to explain their own civic and social system.

It is therefore an invaluable guide to many interesting branches of

Iroquois ethnology. Many of the facts contained in this document

are familiar to students, but that they formed a part of a definite

system of law will perhaps be new. Several of the wampum belts

in the New York State Museum are constitutional belts or

memorials.

Originally the Five Nations of Iroquois were similar to other

Indian tribes or bands independent bodies with similar dialects

and similar customs but with no political coherence. Each man
and each tribe to itself, was the rule. Often the individual nations

warred with one another, and with external enemies pressing them

from all quarters they found themselves in a precarious situation.

The very peril in which they lived developed their strategic ability

and fostered diplomacy. It likewise produced leaders and finally

the great lawgiver who should bring about peace and unity and

make the Iroquois the
"
Indians of Indian," the

" Romans of the

New World." Hale referred to Hiawatha as the
"
lawgiver of the

Stone age
" J but Hiawatha does not deserve the title. He was only

the spokesman of a greater mind. The Mohawk nation recognizes
in Dekanawida its great culture hero and the founder of its civic

system, giving Haiyentwatha (Hiawatha) a second place. Nearly
all authorities among the other nations of the five agree in this

and attribute to Dekanawida the establishment of the Great Peace.

The prefatory articles of the Great Immutable Law recognize him
as such and represent him as saying:

I am Dekanawideh and with the Five Nations' confederate lords I

plant the Tree of the Great Peace. I plant it in your territory Adodarhoh
and the Onondaga Nation, in the territory of you who are fire keepers.

I name the tree the Tree of the Great Long Leaves. Under the shade
of this Tree of the Great Peace we spread the soft, white, feathery down
of the globe thistle as seats for you, Adodarhoh and your cousin lords.

1 Proc. Amer. Ass'n. Adv. Sci., 30:324. 1881.


