THE
STATUTES at Large, 9.

Ao primo RICHARDI IIL

Statutes made at Weflminfler in the firft yeat of
the reign of King RicHARD III. and in the
year of our Lord 1483.

ICHARD by the groce of God King of England, and of

France, and lord of Ireland, the third after thé congueft §

to the honour of God, and ¥f holy church, and for the common
wealth of bis realm of England, at bis firff parliament holden at
Weftminfter, the three und twentieth day of January, in tbwe/ir_/)‘
year of bis reign, by the advice and affent of the lords [piritual and
temporal, and at the requeft of the commons of the Jaid realm o
England, fummoned to the [aid parliament, by the authority of the
Jime parliament, bath ordained and cfiablifbed, for the quietnefs of
bis peaple, certain flatutes and ordinances in manner following.

CAP. L
Al a8ls made by or dgaint Ceftuy }uc ufe fhall be good

againft bim, bis beirs and feoffzes in truft.

Orafmuch as by privy and unknown feoffments, great un= e ‘
F farety, trouble, cofts, and grievous 1{;xatiom daily grew inl;nve:fnl
amng the King’s [fubjefls, infomuch that no man that buyeth niensies of
ary lands, temements, remts, [ervices, or other beredstaments, nor f’i"; feoff
wemen that bave jointures or dswers in any lands, tenements, or Gedbalt 306.
stber bereditaments, nor mens lafp wills to be performed, nor pl. 41({.

leafes for term of life, or of years, nor annuities granted o any 1 Anderl. 331
berfon or perfons for their fervices for term of their lives or? f‘; 133.
stherwifé, “be in" perfect furety, mor without great trouble and Gro Eliz s%7.
doust of the [ame, bem:(e “of the [aid privy and unknown feoff- All atsmade
ments : (2) For remedy whereof, be it orddined; eftablifh- by or againft
ed, and enacted, by the advice of the lords fpiritual and Cohw e o
temporal, and by the commons in this prefent parliament af- ' hgim
fembled, and by authority of the fame, that every eftate fe- his heirs and
offment, gift, releafe, grant, leafes and confirmations of lands, feoffees in
tenements, rents, fervices, or hereditaments, made or had, or truft.
hereafter to be made or had by any perfon or perfons being of
full age, of whole mind, at large, and not in durefs, to any +H. 7; ce 17,
perfon or perfons; and all recoveries and executions had or 19H.7.c. 15.
made, fhall be good and effeGual to him to whom it is fo made, 27 H. 8. c. 1o.
had or given, and to all other to his ufe, (3) againtt the feller,

feoffor, donor, or granter thereof, (4) and againft the fellers,

feoffors, dopors, or ters, his or their heirs, claiming the

fume only as heir or heirs to the fame fellers, feoffors, donors
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or granters, and every of them, (s)and againft all other having
or %:li:?ming any titlery or intereft (m the fame, only to the ufe of
the fame feller, feoffor, donor or granter, fellers, feoffors, do-
nors or granters, or his or their faid heirs at the time of the
The eftate of balr_Fain, fale, covenant, gift or grant made, (6) faving to evety
tenant in tail perfon or perfons fuch right, title, action or intereft, by reafon
faved. of gift in tail thereof made, as they ought to have had, if this
a&t had not been made. . '

CAP. IL ’
The fubjelis of this realm fboall not be cbarged by amy bene
§

volence, 8c.

12 Co. 119. HE King remembering how the commons of this bis realm, by new
Lo and unlawful inventions, and inordinate covetife, againf? the
law of this realm, bave been put to great thraldom and importable
tharges and exaltions, and tn q/;ecial by a new impofition called a Be-
nevolence, whereby divers years the fubjecls and commons of this
lond, againf their wills and freedoms, bave paid great fums of morey
2o their almoft uiter defiruction : (2) For divers and many wor/bip-
Sful men of this realm, by occafion thereof, were compelled by neceffity
to break up their houfbsldsy and to live in great penury and wretched-
nefsy their debts unpaid, and their children unpreferred, and fuch
memorials as they bad ordained to be done for the wealth of their fouls
" wwere anentized and annulled, to the great difpleafure of God, and
The fubjedts  tbe defiruction of this realm : (3) Therefore the King will it be
of this realm  ordained, by the advice and affent of the lords fpiritual and
fhalinot be  temporal, and the commons, of this prefent parliament af-

charged with poral, M5, ns p parl )
any benevo. fembled, and by the authority of the fame, That his fubjects,
lences, &c.  and the commonalty of this his realm, from henceforth in no
13Car.aftat.1. wife be charged none fuch charge, exaction, or impofi-
C-4e tion, called a benevolence, nor by fuch like charge; (4) and that
fuch’ exa&ions, called benevolences, before this time taken, be
taken for no example to make fuch or any like charge of any of
his faid fubjecs of this realm hereafter, but it fhall be damned

and adnulled for ever. .

CAP. 1L

Ewery juflice of peace may let a prifoner to mainprife. No
officer fhall feife the goods of a prifomer until be be at-
tatnted.

st Orafmuch as divers per[ons have been daily arrefled and imprifon-
f,”;:!c’é‘ ﬁ::; ed{f.or Sufpeltion of ﬁ/loﬂy, Jometime of malz'z'e/,? and /Bmetim{ of
adwitapri- g light fufpellion, and fo kept in prifon withoat bail or mainprife, to
_{g““ '°Hb"" their great vexation and troudle : (2) Be it ordained and eftablithed
c. 3% 7 by authority of this prefent parliament, That every juftice
1&aPh. & of peace in every fhire, city, or town, fhall have authority and
M.c.13.  power, by his or their difcretion, to let fuch prifoners and per-
E,ﬁ:?: ‘:f;xf:' fons fo arrefted, to bail or mainprife, in like form as though
ble by juftices the fame prifoners or perfons were indited thereof of re-
of peace,  cord before the fame juftices in their fcflions; (3) and that
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