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CAP. XII. :

An afl to reflore the patrons to their ancient rights of pre-
Jensing minifiers to the churches vacant in that part of
Great Britain ca/led Scotland. .

W HEREAS by the antient laws and conftitutions of that part
" of Great Britain called Scotland, the prefenting of miwiffers

to vacant churches did of right belong to the patrons, unts! by the-
twenty third alt of the fecond M[e]im of the firft parliament of the late
King William and Queen Mary, beld in the year one thoufand fix
hundred and ninety, mituled, ACt concerning patronages, rbe
prefentation was taken from the patrens, and givim to the heretors
and elders of the refpettive parifbes s and in place of the right of pre-
Jentation, the beretors and life renters of every parifb were 1o pay te
the refpective patrons a fmall and inconfiderable fum of money, for
which the patrons were to renounce their right of prefentaticn in aff
times thereafter : and whereas by the fifteenth aét of the Afih feffeon,
and by the thirteenth aft of the /?xtl;jfe fon of the firft parkiament of
the faid King William, the one imtitiled, An a& for encouraging of
preachers at vacant churches be-north Forth, and the other in-
tituled, A& in favours of preachers be-north Forth; there are
Jeveral burthens impofed upon vacant flipends, to the prejudice of the
patrens right of difpofing thereof : and whereas that way of calling
mimiflers has proved smconvenient, and has not omly occafioned great
beats and divifions among thofe who by the aforefaid o8 were entitled
and authorized to call msnifiers, but likewife has been a great hard«
Soip upon the patrons, whofe predeceffivs had founded and endoroed
shofe churches, and who have not received payment or fatisfaélion for
their right of patronage from the aforefaid beretors or life renters of
- . 3he refpective parifbes, mor have gremted remumdiations of their {amd
The recited  pights on that account; be it therefore ena@ed by the Queen’s
l’n& O ron.  moft excellent majefly, by and with the advice and conlent of
aggesl: fo far as tHe lords fpiritval and temporal, and commons,' in this prefent
itrelates to  parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That
grefcmw?ns the aforefaid a& made in the year oric thoufand fix hundred and
& l"n?d'e"“,:”i 4 ninety, intitaled, A¢? concermng patronages, in fo far as the fame
) relates to the prefentation of mmilfters by heretors and others
therein mentioned, be and is hereby repealed and made veid ;

and that the aforefaid fifteenth act of the fifth feflion, and thir~

teenth a& of the fixth feffion, of the firft parliament of King

The other re- J/jlliam, be and are hereby likewife repesled and made vord }
cited acts re- and that in all time coming, the right of all and every patron
l},fndﬂ;e rights OF patrons to the prefentation of minifters to churches and bes
of patrons re- nefices, and the difpofing of the vacant ftipends for pious ufes
ftored. within the parith, be reftored, fettled, and confirmed to them,
the aforefaid adts, or any other a, ftatute, or cuftom to the

contrary in any wife notwithftanding ; and that from and after

After 1 May, the day of Muy, one thoufand feven hundred and twelvey
171t the it fhall and may be lawful for her Majetty, her heirs and fuc-
: ceflors, and for évery other perfon or perfzhs,' who have right
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to any patronage or patrorages of any church or churches what- others who
foever, in that part of Gruat Britain called Scotlend, (and who have right to
have not made and fubfcribed a formal renunciation thereof gf:;";‘;gl;;’t
under their hands) to prefent a qualifred minifter or minifters to qualified mi-
any church or churches whereof they are patrons, which fhall, nifters,and the
after the faid firft day of Afay, happen to be vacant; and the Pr el‘lbyt“?“
pretbytery of the refpecive bounds fhall and is hereby obliged ,5 """
to receive and admit in the fame manner fuch qualified perfon

or perfons, minifter or minifters, ‘as (hall be prefented by the

eefpecive patrons, as the perfons or minifters prelented before

the making of this aét ought to have been admitted. ‘

II. Provided always, That in cafe any patron ar patrons Not to reftore
have accepted of, apd received any fum or fums of money from 'b"r::g:'é o
the heretors.or life renters of any parifh, orfrom the magiftrates ::e patrons who
Qr town council of any borough, in fatisfactian of their right of have fold the
prefentation, and have difcharged. or renounced the fame under fame.
their hand, that nothing herein fhall be conftryed to refiore fuch
patron or patrons to their right of prefentation; any thing in
this prefent a& to the contrary notwithftanding.

IIL. Provided alfo, and it is hereby enacted by the authority paeren not
aforefaid, That in cafe the patron of any chusch aforefaid, fhall prefenting in
negle& or refufe to prefent any qualified minifter to fuch church fix months,
that (hall be vacant the faid firft day of May, ar fhall happen to the right fhall
be vacant at any time thereafter, for the fpace of fix months, m;f‘:y
after the faid firft day of M.y, or after fuch vacancy fhall .
pen, that the right of prefentation fhall accrue anz helong for
that time to. the prefbytery of the bounds where {uch church
is, who are to. prefent a qualified pexfon for that. vacancy sam~
quam Ture devoluto. . . .
- IV. And be it further enacted and declared by the authority Patronages,
aforefaid, That the patronage and right of prefentations of mi- which betore
nifters to all churches which belonged to archbithops, bifhops, ?al:c:lngi{hed,
or other dignified perfons, in the year one thoufand fix hundred belonged to
ci nine, before epifcopacy was abolithed, as well as thofe archbithops,
which formerly belonged to the crown, fhall agd do .of right be- &c. fhall be-
long to her Majetty, her heirs and fucceflors, who may prefent ll&“ageg’ hzc
qualified minifters to fuch church or churches, and difpofe of = 7* ©
the vacant ftipends thereof for pieus ufes, in.the fame way and
manner as her Majefty, her heirs and fucceffors, may do in the
cafe of other patronages belonging to the crown.

V. Declaring always, That nothing in this prefent act con- gHow far the
tained, fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to repeal and 23d aét of
make. void the aforefaid twenty third a& of the fecond feflion of &7 3. parl. 1.
the firt pacliament of the late King #ulliam and Queen Mary, o 370 r’:f‘
excepting fo far as relates to the calling and prelenting of mi- pealed.
nifters, and to the difpofing ot vacant flipends in prejudice of
the patroas anly. |

VL. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, Patrons to
That all and every patron and patrens, who have not taken, take the oath
or fhall not take, at any time before his or their prefcmtingal“}6 Annz,
minifter or minifters t@ any church or churches aforefaid, thg g

: _ oat
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* oath appointed 40 be taken by perfons in publick trefty by .amx
a&- in the fixth year of her Majefty’s reign, intituled,.
adl for the better fecwrity of her. Majefly’s pesfon and. goversmens,
fhall, and are hereby obliged, at their figning fuch prefentation,
to take and fubferibe the aforefaid oath before the fheriff of she
" fhire, ftewart of the ftewartry, or before any two or.more juf-
. . tices of the peage of the county or place where fuch patron re-
fides ; and in cafe fuch patron or patrons,. who have not for-
. maerly taken die aforefaid osth, refufe of negle&t to taks. the
fame at the figning of fuch prefentation, that the fame thall be
and is hereby declared to be void, and the right of prefentatioa,
Refuling, the 304 of the dif] the vacant ftipends for that time, .fhall be-
gﬁ‘g:‘:‘;ﬁ long to her Majefty, ber heirs and fucceflors, who may.
and the crown @ qualified perfon to fuch church ar benefice, at time
fhall prefent.  within the fpace of fix months after fuch neglet or refufal ; any
thing in this prefent a&, or inany other act to the contrary not-
withftanding. | . -
Knownorful-  VII. Aud whereas the right of patrenage of churches may klng-u
ggf& :‘:‘l{:’ papifis ; be it therefore enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That
formala, be- any perfon or perfons, known or fufpected to be papifts, and
fore they pre- who have a right of prefenting minifters, fhall be obliged, at or
fent, other-  before his or their figning any prefentation, to purge himfelf of
wife the pre- , by taking and figning. the formula contained in the
fentation thall POPSTY» OY . .
be void, and third a& of the parliament of Scaland, held in the Z‘ur ong
her Majefty, thoufand feven hundred, intituled, A& for preventing the growt
&c. may pre- af popery ; and in cafe fuch popith patron or patroas (hall refufe
fent. to take and fubfcribe the firmula sforefaid, the fame baing ten—
?ﬂl to him or them by the fheriff of: the thire, ftewart of the
ewartry, or any two or more juftices of the peace within their
ive jurifdiction, who are hereby impowered to adminifter
the.ame, the fprefentatiou, and the right of difpofing the-vacans
ftipends fhall for that time belong to her Majefty, her heirs and
fuccefiors, who may prefent any qualified perfon or perfons
within fix months after fuch neglect or refufal; any thing in
this prefent act, or any other aét to the contrary notwith-

ftanding. '
‘ : CAP. XIIL SRR
_ An adt for repealing part of an ail paffed in the parliament
of Scotland, intituled, A& for difcharging the  Yule
vacance. : .
WHEREA‘S by the twenty fecond olt paffed in the parlsamers
'V of Scotland, anno one thowfand fix hundred and simy,
intituled, A& for difcharging the Yule vacance, the annsal. vacas
tion of the court of fefbn, and all other inferior courts of judicasars
is thereby diftharged, and the fenntors of the vellege of jufice, or
court of feffion, are erdained to meet and fit for the adminifiration of
foflice; from the firft day of November, 1o the firff-of. Manch
" yearly, without any intervuption ; which bas been by expersence found
_ dnconperient and burthenfome to the fibjecl in that part of .the bimg-
dom ;. be it therefore ena&ed by the Queen’s moft exvellent ;&-}h
E IR . . . J ’
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