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VIII. Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That no Proceedings
order made concerning any of the matters aforefaid, or any other 2°¢ g’cg"fo
proceedings to be had touching the conviction or convi@ions of 3.+ "¢ ‘u:m'
any offender or offenders againft this act, fhall be quafhed for nor remove-
want of form, or be removed by writ of Certiorari, or any other able by Cer-
writ or procefs whatfoever, into any of his Majefty’s courts of “orar
record at Weftminfler.

IX. Provided alfo, That no perfon fhall be proceeded againft No perfon to
for any of the offences againft this a&, as aforefaid, unlefs infor- be proceeded
mation fhall be made thereof upon oath before fome juftice of ?8;'“& till
the peace for the county, riding, or place, wherein fuch offence '&“S;‘;:‘:’;
thall be committed, within one calendar month after fuch of- gath,

fence fhall be committed.

C A P. LXXXIL
An all for the better cultivation, improvement, and regulation
of the common arable fields, wafles, and commons.of pafiure,
in this kingdom.
HEREAS there are, in feveral parifbes and places in this Preamble.
kingdom, [everal wafles and commons, and [feveral open and
common fields, which, by reafon of the different interefls the [everal
land owners and occupiers, or perfons baving right of common, have
in fuch wafles, commons, and fields, cannot be improved, cultivated, or
enjoyed, to fuch great advantage for the osoners and occupiers thereof,
and perfons baving right of common, as they might be, and are capable
;z; if an ingt»rowd courfe of bufbandry was to be purfued, refpetling
uch open and common fields, in each parifb refpetively, and fuch wafles,
or commons of paflures, were to be properly drained, or otherwife
amended ; may it therefore pleafe your Majefty that it may be en-
acted; and be it enacted by the King’s moit excellent majefty,
by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpirituaf' and
temporal, and commons, in this prefent parliament aflembled,
and by the authority of the fame, That in every parith or place How arable
in this kingdom, where there are open or common field lands, 1ands fhall be
all the tillage or arable lands lying in the faid open or common
fields fhall be o~dered, fenced, cultivated, and improved, in fuch
manner, by the refpe®ive occupiers thereof, and (hall be kept,
ordered, and continued, in fuch courfe of hufbandry, and be,
cultivated under fuch rules, regulations, and reftrictions, as three-
fourths in number and value of the occupiers of fuch open or
common field lands in each parifh or place, cultivating and tak-
ing the crops of the fame, and having the confent of the owners
in manner herein-after mentioned, and likewife the confent of
“the re&or, impropriator or tishe owner, or the leffee of either of
‘them tcfpe&ivcly, firft had in writing, fhall, at a meeting, (in
puarfuance of norice for that purpofe, in writing, under the hands
of one-third of fuch occupiers, to be affixed on one of the prin-
cipal doors of the parifh ¢hurch, chapel, or place, where meet-
ings have been ufually held for fuch parith or place refpeively,
twenty-one days, at leaft, before fuch meeting, fpecifying the
time
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time and place of fuch meeting), by writing under their hands,
conftitute, direct, and appoint; and which notice any of fuch
occupiers are hereby authorifed and impowered to give.

II. Provided always, That the rules, régulations, and re-
ftrictions, fo agreed upon, thall not be in force, or binding upon
any of the parties thercto, for any longer term than fix years, or
two rounds, according to the ancient and eftablithed courfe of
each parifh or place refpectively.

III. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That
at every fuch meeting to be had as aforefaid, it (hall and may be
lawful to and for the major part in number and value of the oc-
cupiers (then prefent) of (uch open or comimon field lands, in
each parith or place refpectively, to eleét and chufe one or more
proper perfon or perfons as tield mafter or field reeve, field
mafters or field reeves, to fuperintend the ardering, fencing, cul-
tivating, and improving of fuch open and common fields, and
to {ee that the fame are kept, ordered, and continued, in fuch a
courfe of hufbandry, as fhall be conftituted, directed, and ap-
pointed, at fuch meeting, in manner aforefaid ; and that fuch
field mafter or field reeve, fo to be elefted and chofen as afore-
faid, fhall continue in the faid office until the twenty-firft day of
May, then next following, or within three days atter, and no
longer, unlefs he or they (hall be thereto re-elected and chofen
in manner herein-after directed.

IV. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That
all cofts, charges, and expences, neceffary for the carrying on
any fuch plan of ordering, fencing, cultivating, or improving,
into execution, as (hall be agreed upon in manner aforefaid, and
which (hall, at any meeting to be held after fix days notice hav-
ing been.given in manner herein-before directed, by the major
part in number and value of the occupiers aforefaid then prefent,
be deemed common expences, and, for the general benefit of
the faid occupiers, fhall be borne, paid, and defrayed, propor-
tionably by all the occupiers of fuch open and common field
lands, atcording to the value of the lands and grounds each per-
fon or perfons fhall have in fuch open and common field lands;
and for the raifing the fame,one or moreaffeflment or affeflments,
upon all and every the occupiers of common field lands in each
parith refpectively, thall be made, levied, and colleted, by fuch
perfon and perfons, and allowed in fuch manner, as fuch majority
of the occupiers of fuch open and common field lands, at fuch
mecting to be had aforefaid, fhall dire and appoint in that be-
half ; and the money thereby raifed thall be employed and ac-
counted for, according to the orders and direions of fuch ma-
jotity of the occupiers of fuch coppmon field lands, for and to-
wards the better cultivation of the faid common field lands, from
time to time, as need (hall require; and the faid affeflments
fhall, by virtue of a warrant under the hand and feal of one ju-
ftice of peace of the county wherein fuch common field lands
fhall lie, be levied by diftrefs and fale of the goods.and chattels
of every perfon fo affefled and not paying the fame, within ten

- days



i773.] Anno decimo tertio GEorait 111, c. 81. 255

>
days after demand, rendering the overplus of the value of the
goods fo diftrained (if any) to the owner or owners of fuch goods
and chattels, after deducting the cofts and charges of taking and
making fuch diftrefs and fale. '

V. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That Occupiers of
. it fhall and may.be lawful to and for the occupiers of open and common field
common field lands, in any parifh or place where any rules, or- "“‘.‘5\': ey
ders, or regulations, fhall have been agreed upon, for the order- P\ "°7 ¥
ing, fencing, cultivating, or improving of fuch lands in purfu- ele& field
ance of thisa&, and they are hereby required to meet and affem- reeves.
ble at fome convenient place, yearly, and every year, on the
twenty-firlt day of May, or within three days after, in purfuance
of fix days notice to be given of the time and place of fuch
meeting by one-third of the occupiers, in manner aforefaid,
then and there to ele¢t and chufe one or more proper perfon or
perfons to be the field mafter or field reeve, field mafters or field
reeves, for the year enfuing; and that fuch perfon or perfons’
who fhall, by the major part of the occupiers of the faid lands,
prefent at fuch meeting, be chofen field mafter or field reeve,
field mafters or field reeves, to fuperinténd the ordering, fencing,
cultivating, and-improving of the faid common field lands, and
to fee that the fame are cultivated according to the rules, orders,
and regulations, agreed upon at the general meerting for that pur-
pofe, and fhall continue in the faid office for one whole year,
unlefs he fhall die, or be removed, by virtue of the power and
authority herein-after given in that behalf.

V1. Provided always, and be itenaéted by the authority afore- New field
faid, That if any field mafter or field reeve, fo to be chofen in ;“‘:;;:gdbfn
purfuance of this a&, thall, within the year in which he hall be piice of thofe
fo chofen, refufe or negle@ to attend the faid bufinefs, or (hall die, who fhall die,
or remove to an inconvenient diftance, or become bankrupt, or or rerule to
have execution againft his body or goods, or by ficknefs, or other- 2tcnd:
wife, be rendered incapable of executing his faid office; that
then, and in either of the faid cafes, it fhall and may be Jawful
to and for the occupiers of the faid lands, (after {ix days notice
for that purpofe to be given in manner aforefaid), to ele@ and
chufe, in manner aforefaid, one other fit and proper perfon to be
the field mafter or field reeve for the remainder of that year, in
the place and ftead of the former field matter or field reeve falling
udder cither of the defcriptions aforefaid. )

VIL. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, Occupiers at
That it thall and may be lawful to and for three-fourths in num. meetings, to
ber and value of the odcupiers of open and common field lands, f;"f‘g“ the nme
prefent at any meeting to be held in purfuance of fourteen days com?:on beld
notice at leaft, previous to the ufual time of opening fuch com- lands.
mon field lands, to be given for that purpofe, in manner afore-
faid, to poftpone the opening fuch common field lands for fuch
reafonable time as at fuch meeting fhall be thought neceffary by
fuch majority as aforefaid, and to fettle and determine how lon
fuch common fields fhall continue open, and to limit and fettle
the number of cattle each occupier in fuch parifh or place fhall

3 re-



256 Anno decimo tertio GeorGIi 1IT. €.81. [1774,

refpe@tively turn on fuch common fields, in due proportion to
the ftint or eftablithed ufage in fuch parith or place.
Cottagersnot  VIII. Provided always, neverthelefs, and be it enacted by the
tobe excloded gythority aforefaid, That nothing in this a&t contained fhall be
of cobME " conftrucd to extend to exclude any cottager, or other perfon or
perfons whom(oever, having right of common, and having no
land in any of the faid common fields from baving and enjoying
his or their right of common, in as full and ample manner as he
could and might have enjoyed the fame before the paffing of this
a&, unlefs fuch co r, or other perfon, fhall, at any meeting to
be held by the occupiers of fuch commoen field lands, in manner
aforefaid, confent or agree, in writing to a compofition for fuch
right, by an annual payment, or other annual advantage or com-
penfation, or to a limitation thereof ; in which cafe fuch confent
and agreement fhall be binding and conclufive upon every fuch
perfon fo agreeing, his heirs and affigns, tenants and occupiers,
until fuch time as the rules, orders, and régulations, for the or-
dering, fencing, cultivating, and improving of the faid common
field lands, exifting at the time of giving fuch confent, thall ex-
ire.
How common € IX. Provided always, neverthelefs, and be it further ena&ted
field lands by the authority aforefaid, That if the occupiers of the faid com-
:‘;5;3::;,’3;’ mon field lands fhall, at times when the faid fields have been
by occupiers. ufually enjoyed in common, confent and agree not to depafture
the fame in common, and thall allot and fet apart what thall be
deemed by a majority of (uch cottagers, who thall not have a
to compound for or limit their right of common, as aforefaid, a
fufficient and equivalent common for fuch cottagers, and other
perfons, as aforefaid, to be enjoyed exclufively by them; that
then, and in fuch cafe, fuch cottagers and other perfons fhall not
ufe, exercife, or enjor their right of common, over fuch parts of
the faid comihon feld lands, as are not ufed in common by the
occupiers thereof, but only over fuch part thereof as (hall for fuch
time be allotted them for that purpofe, and fet apart as aforefaid ;
any law, ufage, or ftatute, to the contrary norwithftanding.
Saving of . Provided alwaysyand be it enaéted by the authority afore-
Eﬁf'p';fma faid, That nothing herein contained thall exclude any perfon or
of feparate perfons feized or poficfled of a feparate fheep walk, or pafture of
fheep walks, cattle, in or over all or any of the common field lands in any pa-
&c., rith or place, or in or over any part thereof, from ufing, exer-
cifing, and enjoying, fuch right, in as full and ample manner, to
all intents and purpofes, as he might or could have enjoyed the
fame before the paffing of this aét, unlefs fuch perfon or perfons,
having fuch right as aforefaid, fhall confent or agree in writing
at any meeting of occupiers, to ke held as aforefaid, to a compo-
fition for the fame, or a limitation thereof ; in which cafe, e
fuch confent and agreement fhall be binding and conclufive upon
every perfon fo agreeing, and upon every other perfon coming to
the poffeflion of fuch fheep walk or pafture for cattle, by defcent,
or otherwife, until fuch time as the rules, orders, and regulations,
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for the cultivation of the faid common field lands, exifting at the
time of entering into fuch agreement, fhall expire.

XI1. And whereas balks; jlades, or meers, which may be wafie, do
often lie very inconveniently interfperfed amongft the arable lands in
common ficlds, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, Balks, fladee,
That it fhall and may be lawfu! to and for any perfoft or perfons &c. with con-
whomfoever, having land in any open or common fields adjoin- fent of the
ing to any fuch balks, flades, or meers, being walte, with the b"c'P;‘;,i‘_:;,'T‘”
confent of the lord or lords, lady or ladies, of the refpe@ive manors )
wherein fuch balks, flades, or meers, do lie, and likewife of te
perfon or perfons who may have a feparate fheep walk in the faid
fields, and with the confent of three¢-fourtlis in number and value
of the occupiers of fuch common field lands, to be fignified at
any meeting to be held in manner aforefaid, to plow up any of
the faid balks, flades, or meers, and convert the fame into tillage,
under the regulations to be fettled as aforefaid.

XII. Provided always, neverthelefs, and be it enacted, That Balks, &c.
no balk or meer, that has heretofore been ufed as a publick road, u'ed as roads
or as a private road, by any perfon or perfons, to or from his or "?;wtc‘:,bc
their own houfe or lands, be {o plowed up. prowee:

XIII. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted by the authority Regulationsto
aforefaid, That all and every perfon and perfons, who fhall have beobferved by
licence, in manner aforefaid, to plow up and convert into tillage, pes fonshaving
any balk, flade, or meer, fhall, before he or they begin to plow ;;f:g:f:
up the fame, lay down, in an hufband-like manner, under the &ec. ’
direction of the field mafter or field reeve for the time being, in
a more convenient part of the faid field, as much of his or their
own land as fhall be equal in valuc to the land he or they fhall
fo have licence to plow as aforefaid ; and that fuch land fo laid
down fhall be common land, and fo continue until the regula-
tions then exifting for cultivating fuch comgnon field lands, thall
expire.

gﬂV; Provided alfo, and be it further enacted by the authority Boundary
aforefaid; That the perfon or perfons plowing any fuch balk, ftones to af-
flade, or meer; fhall; by proper bound ftones, fufficiently mark “"[“’", every
and diftinguith the feveral lands plowed, and the feveral lands g:.,?,n“:;;.ra
laid down in lieu thereof, fo that the property thereof, and each crefted.
perfon’s right therein, may be clearly known, and afcertained.

XV. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That Lords of ma-
it (hall and may be lawful to and for the lord or lords, lady or la- i &c. ;"’”‘
dies, of any manor, with the confent of three-fourths of the per- fﬁ:‘e:ﬂﬂfnhs
fons having right of common upon the waltes and commons of perfons hia-
within his, her, or their manor, at a meeting to be held after four- ving right
teen days notice, fuch notice to be given in manner herein-before: ! ‘-"’l'"“!""
direCted by the lord or lords, lady or ladies, of the manor, or their fug| (. '::rt
agent refpcctively, at any time or times, to demife or leafe, for of waftes,
any term or number of years, not exceeding four years, any part
of fuch waftes and commons, not exceeding a twelfth part there-
of, for the belt and molt improved yearly rent that can by publick
au&tion be got for the fame; and that the clear net rents referved and the nzt
%0 the lord or lords, lady or ladies, his, her, or their heirs, exe- [ 19 be
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improving the cutors, adminiftrators, or affigns, by any leafe or leafes to be
refidue of  granted as aforefaid, {hall be by him, bher, or them, and the ma-
fuch wafles.  jor part of his, ber, or their tenants, applied in the draining,
fencing, or otherwife improving of the refidue of fuch waftes and
commons,
Afl:Tmentsto X VI. Provided always, neverthelefs, and be it ena&ted by the
be levied for authority aforefaid, That in every manar where there are ftinted
theimproving commons, in lieu of demifing or leafing part thereof, one or more
z;::ﬁ,f,',m afleflinent or affeffments upon the lord or lords, lady or ladies,
are ftinted  of fuch manor, and the perfons being owners or occupiers of
commons.  fuch commons, or their agents or managers, fhall or may, at
their option, be made, levied, and colleted, by fuch perfon
and perfons, and allowed in fuch manner, as the lord or lords,
lady or ladies, of fuch manor, and the major part in number and
value of the owners or occupiers of fuch commons, prefent at a
meeting to be held within the faid manor, in purfuance of four«
teen days notice to be given by the lord or lords, lady or ladies,
or his, her, or their agent, in manner aforefaid, of the time and
place of meeting for that purpofe, fhall dire® and appoint in
that behalf ; and the money thereby raifed fhall be employed and
agcounted for, according to the orders and dire&ions of the faid
lord or lords, lady or ladies, and fuch majority of the owners or
occupiers, as aforefaid, in the improvement of fuch commons,
from time to time, as need (hall require ; and the faid affefliments
. fhall, by virtue of a warraant under the hand and feal of one juftice
of the peace, be levied by diftrefs and fale of the goods and
chattels of every perfon fo afleffed, and not paying the fame
within ten days after being demanded, rendering the overplus of
the value of the goods fo diftrained (if any) to the owner and
owners thereof, the neceffary charges of making fuch diftrefs and
fale being firft dedudlted.

XVII. And whereas there are, in many parts of this kingdom, cer-
tain flinted commons of peflure which are never enjoyed in jeveralty,
but which are at certain times fout up for the better growth of the
paflure, and opened on certain fixed days, from which, in particular
circumflances and feafons, great incomveniences do and may arife ; be iv
Stinted com- enaéted by the authaority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be law-
monstebe  ful for the major part in number and value of the owners and
opened ata  ocoppiers of fuch common paftures, prefent at a meeting to be
o emers g, held after fix days notice at leaft given, in manner hercin-before
at a meeting  dire@ed, with the confent of the Jord or lords, lady or ladies, of
ball dire€t,~ the manor, or his, her, or their fteward or agent, to poftpone

the opening of the faid common paftures for a time not exceed-
ing twenty.one days.

XVIIL. And whereas there are in many places comman paflures,
with flinted or limited rights of common therein, which are open the
whole year, and it would be attended with great advantages to the com-

i moners to fbut up and unflock the fame at particular (eafons ; be it
'I;"‘”h"d‘ enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it {Hall and may be law-
O content | ful to and for two-thirds in number and value of fuch common-
of the lord of ers, at a meeting to be holden. after fourtcen days notice given in

6 - manners
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manner hercin-before dire€ted, with the confent of the lord or the manor, &e.
lords, lady or ladies, of the manor or manors in which fuch com- may dire&t the
mons are fituated, his, her, or their fteward or ftewards, agent Joring Z’}d
or agents, to direc, order, and fix, the time when fuch common common pa«
paftures fhall be broke or depaftured, and when the fame fhall be ftures, &c.
fhut up and unftocked ; fuch orders to continue in force for one

whole year, and no longer.

XIX. Provided neverthelefs, That a portion of fuch common Provi‘o re-
paftures fhall be feparated and fet apart for the ufe of fuch com- fpecting per-
moners extlufively as fhall not confent to fuch regulation, and g:::i““ g
the portion fo fet apart fhall be adjudged by a majority of fuch abo,';gé:nuf
commoners, not confenting as aforelaid, an equivalent for their tions.
rights of common. ‘

XX. And whereas many flinted common pafiures in this kingdom
ore fed and depaflured by borfes, beafls or neat cattle, and in many in-

Sflances it would tend to the improvement of fuch common pafiures, and
to the better manuring and cultivation of the arable lands in common
fields, or otherwife, to which fuch common paftures may belong, if the
Jame were fed with fbeep ; be it therefore enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That it thall and may be lawful to and for the major Perfons hav-
art in number and value of the perfons having right of common ing right of
in fuch common paftures, at any meeting to be held in purfuance fim'“"“ Ry
of notice, in writing, under the hands of a major part of fuch m‘ﬂ:,ﬂ;::;e,d
owners and occupiers of fuch common paftures, or perfons hav- of other cas-
ing right of common therein, to be affixed on the principal door tle.
of the parith church of the parith where fuch common paftures
fhall lie, or of the neareft parifh church where fuch lands fhall
lie in an extraparochial place, ten days at leaft previous to fuch
meeting, {pecifying the time and place, and intent of fuch mect-
ing, by writing under their hands, to alter and change the man-
ner and cuftom of feeding and depafturing fuch common pattures,
fo far as inftead of horfes, cows, and other cattle, to allow the
fame to be fed and depaftured with fheep, at the option of each
perfon refpeively having right of common; and to limit and
ftint the number of fheep each fuch perfon, having right of com-
mon in fuch common paftures, fhall refpetively feed and de-
pafture thereon, in due proportion to their refpective ftints ot
rights.
gXXI. And whereas the improvement of the breed of /beep is a mat-
ter of great national importanee, and the turning of rams upon wafles
and open common fields at certain times of the year bas been found to
be very prejudicial ; be it therefore enalted by the authority afore- Rans riot tg
faid, That no ram fhall be turned upon, or be fuffered to remain remain upon
upon, any waftes or common fields, between the twenty-fifth X‘:Jﬁ“:"":;
day of Augn/? and the twenty-fifth day of November in every year. nov 2 ,5

XXII. And whereas [everal of the owners and proprictors of
wafies, commons, and common field lands, may, at the time of any meet-
ing to be held in purfuance of this afl, be incapable, through various
impediments, of entering into any of the agreements heraby authorifed
20 be made, for the better ordering, Sfencing, cultivating, and improv-
ing, of common arable fields, wafles, and commons of pafture, ir; this f-

$2 ing=
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kingdom, without the aid and authority of parliament; be it there-
Perfons for-  fore further enaced, That it (hall and may be lawful to and for
merly under the hufbands, guardians, truftees, commitiees, or known agent
di ability, un- or receiver of any owner and proprietor of waftes, commons, and
‘:::; f'l‘.l"n"‘& common field lands, and of any perfon having a right or intereft
agr}euﬁcnts. therein, being under coverture, minors, lunaticks, or beyond the
feas, and for every or any of them for the time being; and alfo
to and for all and every or any of the faid owners and occupiers,
being tenants in tail, tenants by the courtely of £ngland, or tenants
for life only, and to and for every or any of them refpeQively for
the time being, to enter into, and fign any agreement to be made
in purfuance of this act. .
Re&ors or XXI1I. Provided alfo, and be it further enadted by the au-
tithe owners thority aforefaid, That no rector or tithe owner, in right of his
not torecelve roltyry, vicarage, or curacy, or the lefice of either of them re-
ﬁ‘:it::'gwﬁtt?;, fpectively, who fhall agree for or lett his tithes of the faid com-
other than by mon ficld lands, during the faid term of fix years, or any part
balf-yearly or thereof, fhall receive any fine, foregift, gratuity, or compenfa-
yeariy pay-  tion whatfoever, other than by equal half-yearly or yearly pay-
ments. ments. “
© AVl agree- XXIV. And be it further enadted, That every agreement fo
meats made entered into in purfuance of this aét, fhall be good, valid, and
to be valid in effectyal in the law, for the purpofes thereby irtended, notwith-
e, ftanding the want of legal title in the faid owner or owners, or
in the faid hufbands, guardians, trultees, committees, agents, or
receivers, or in the perfons acling as fuch, or in the faid tenants
in tail, tenants by the courtely of England, or tenants for life.
only, any fettlement or fettlements, will or wills, to the contrary
in any wife notwith(tanding.
Conlent of XXV. Provided always, and be it enaéted by the authority
occuprers not aforefaid, That no confent of any occupier of lands in fuch com-
to be valid, mon arable fields, or of a feparate fheep walk therein, to any
:;;t't";:t 2. fuch firft agreement, for the ordering, fencing, cultivating, and
thority under improving of fuch common fields, to be made by the authorit
the hand of of or.in purfuance of this aét, fhall be good and valid, unlefs fuch
the proprietor. occupier fhall, at the time of entering into fuch agreement, pro-
duce a written authority for that purpofe, under the hand of the
owner or proprietor, guardian, or truftee ; or in cafe of fuch
owner not being a minor, and being in parts beyond the feas, of
the known agent of fuch owner. ’
XXVI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
A&ions may That if any owner or eccupier of any common field lands, or
be brought at of any part thereof, for the better cultivation whereof any rules
Weltininfter. 554 regulations (hall have been agreed upon, in purfuance of the
powers and authorities given by this act, fhall not conform to
fuch rules and regulations, or (hall wiltully deviate therefrom in
any refpect whatfoever ; that then, and in fuch cafe, it (hall and
may be lawful to and for any owner or owners, or accupier or oc-
cupiers, of any part of fuch common field lands, who may have
been dawmnified by a breach of the regulations aforefaid, to bring
one or more action or actions of trefpafs, or upon the calc, in

any
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any of his Majefty’s courts of record at 7#z/iminfler againft the
perfon or perfons fo offending; and if in any fuch aéion, fb to
be brought aforefaid, a verdié fhall be given for the plaintiff,
or he (hall recover judgement by default; that then, and in fu-h
cafe, the party or parties fo offending fhall anfwer.to the part
grieved all fuch damages as fhall be recovered in fuch action,
togcther with double cofts of fuit,

X XVII. Provided, That nothing in this a& contained ‘thall No perfon is
prevent, or extend to prevent, any perfon or perfons from in- hereby pre.
clofing all or any part or parts of his, hcr, or 1heir land, to and i'f“l"ii’nf“r"'i“
for his, her, or their own ufe or benefit, fuch perfon or perfons 1ands for his
having full power or right fo to do. own ufe.

XXVIII. Saving always to the King's moft excellent ma- Saving all
jelty, his heirs and fucceflors, and to all and every lord or lords, rights to
lady or ladies, of any manor or manors, and to all and cvery ?c::dl:d:tj'cg:'
other perfon and perfons, bodies politick or corporate, his, her, jore gc,
and their heirs, fucceflors, executors, and adminiftrators, (other
than and except the refpedive perfons, their heirs, fucceflors,
executors, and adminiftrators, who may, in confequence of this
a& being duly carried into execution, become fubje& to the
provifions .and regulations thereby authorifed to be made,) all
fuch eftate, intereft, and rights, as they, every, or any of them,
had or enjoyed in and over the faid common arable ficlds,
waftes, and commons of pafture, before the paffing of this ac,
or could or might have had and enjoyed in cafe the fame had
pot been made.

C A P. LXXXIL :

An ait for the better regulation of lying-in hofpitals, and
other places, appropriated for the charitabl: reception of
pregnant women ; and alfo to provide for the [ettlement of
baftard children, born in fuch bofpitals and places.

‘ HEREAS, through the bumane and benevolent affiflance of Preambles
) well-difpofed perfons, many hofpitals and places have beer: ¢fla-

blifbed for the charitable reception of pregnant women, which kave

afforded great relief in times of the utmoft difirefs, and thercfore merit

every dlie fupport and rncouragement 5 but Jome inconventencies having

been found to0 arife from the number of baflard children born in fuch

bofpitals and places, which bave become heavy burdens, and iave

occafioned  wnreafonable charges upon thofe parifbes wherein fuch

befpitals and places bave been inflituted, to their great and unjufl op-

priffion : and whereas it would tend, as well to promote thé intereft

of Juch bofpitals and places as to give a feafonable relief to fuch parifhes, ;

if a law was made to regulate the feitlement of fuck baffard childr.n ; After Nov. 1.
may it pleafe your Majefty that it may be enaéted ; and be it 'ft7a31"2°hl;°r'
enalted by the King’s molt excellent majefty, by and with the flta!)lilhtd for
adviee and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and com- the reception
mons, in this prefent parliament affembled, and by the authority of pregnant
of the fame, T'hat from and after the firlt day of Nsvember, s

one , - :
” ; : lefs a ! ence
thodfand feverr hundred and f{eventy-three, no hofpital or place pe ghrained 3

$ 3 fhall



