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A& 12 Geo. 3. C. 79, repealed. Truftees appointed. Truftees to mett
within a month aftcrqpafﬁgg this a&t. Truftees may borrow ten thoufand

unds on annuities to be charged on the rates. Purchafe of land to build
a workhoufe on confirmed. Affeffments to be made and rates colieded,
Houfes let out in lodgings or ready furnifhed, rates to be paid by the hnd.
lord. Rates to berecovered as the poor rates by 43 Eliz. and fubfequent §
a&s. Committze appointed .to regulate the poor. Penalty of forty dik
lings for buying or receiving into pawn cloaths, &c. belonging to the poor,
Appeal. Limitation of a&tions. Generaliffue. Treble cofts,

C A P. LXIL

. Ar afl to enable his Majefly’s j;qﬂma/ier general ta open and returs
certain letters contained in the mails made up at the general ptlR

~ office in London; for the United Provinces, ox the thirteenth,§
| ]x@emtb, and twentieth days of January one thoufand f:ven bundr
and ninety-fivz, and now remasning in the faid general poft off
—~[May 19, 1795.]

Preamble, WHEREAS certain mails of letters, which were made up at N

reciting that general poft office in London, on the thirteenth, firteot
z’gi’}‘t::‘fgd and twentieth days of January one thoufand feven hundred and ni
en

: ve, and were intended to be fent from the faid general pofl office unty
glri)\‘{:(l:tcesd {i’u United Provinces, bave[been detaintf/f by virtue q'; ajz;arr
have been de- under the hand aiid feal of one of bis Majefly's principal fecretaries of
taiged. . Slate, and the faid mails of letters are mow remaining in the faid gendf
ral poft office : and whercas many of the perfons by whom the Jai
letters were written, figned, or fent, have applied to his Majefly
poftmafier gemeral to have the fame returned to them, and doubts bengh
entertained whether bis Majefly's poftmafler general is authorifel
law to return the fame : be it therefore enalted by the King’s mol§
excellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lord
{piritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parliamen

aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, That, if any perfodf
neralmayopen o1 berfons by or from whom any letter or letters contained il
and return . . . . ,
letters in fuch the faid mails refpectively were written, or figned, or fent tof
mails. the poft office, fhould be defirous to have the fame returned®
| upon application, in writing, being made to his Majefty’s poltf
mafter general at any time within three calendar months aftetl
the pafling of this a&, for the return of any fuch letter off
letters, by the perfon or perfons who wrote or figned or ‘fen
the faid letters refpeclively to the poft office, or any other perfog
or perfons duly authorifed for that purpofe by the perfon ¢
perfons who wrote, figned, or fent, the fame refpetively, each
written application being made at the general poft office in L.
donyand being figned by the perfons refpecively making the fam
and containing refpectively either duplicates of the refpeltive
letters applied for, or copies of the refpeCtive direGions thereof,
fuch copies of the dire@ions to be in the fame hand writing s
the refpective directions of which they purport to be copies, and 3
each written application allo fetting forth the names of the per-
fons refpectively who have in writing fubfcribed, or the names of
the perfons refpectively which are printed, fet, or affixed, to fich

Poftmafter ge-
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letters refpe&ively, it thall and may be lawful, notwithftanding

any law, ftatute, cuftom, or ufagé, to the contrary, for the
poltmafter general, or any officer or officers of the poft office to
be authorifed and empowered by fuch poftmafter general, in writ-
ting, to open fuch letters refpectively, for which application
fhall be fo made, in the prefence of the perfon or perfons apply-
ing for the fame refpeclively ; and, in cafe the names fubfcribed
i writing, or the names of the peérfons printed, fet, or affixed, to
fuch letters refpe&tively, fhall be found to be thofe which had been
fo declared in fuch writing as aforefaid, to return the faid letters
refpeclively, together with whatever fhall appear to be contained
therein, to the perfon or perfons applying for the fame refpec-
tively : provided neverthelefs, That, before any fuch letter or .P"‘;"mlaPP'Y‘
Jetters fhall be fo returned as aforefaid, the perfons refpedively lt?)gl:;k: téi::‘
applying for the fame fhall firft make oath, to be adminiftered as of certain par-
herein-aftet is mentioned, that they did write or fign or fend the ticulars,
faid letters refpeQively to the poft office, or that the perfon or
perfons by whofe authority they demand the return of fuch letters
refpectively did, to the beft of their knowledge and belief, write
. or fign or fend the fame refpetively to the poft office, and that
- the name or names fubfcribed in writing, printed, fet, or affixed,
to fuch letters refpectively, were fo fub‘cribed, printed, fet, or
-afixed, by the perfons refpectively making fuch application, or
by their refpective directions, or to the betl of their knowledge
and belief, by or by the authority of the perfons re{pe@ively on
whofe behalf fuch application is made, and whofe names are fo
fubfcribed, printed, fet, or affixed ; and further, that fuch perfon
or perfons as apply under the authority of any other perfon or
perfoas fhall alfo firft make oath, to be fo adminiftered as hercin-
after mentioned, that he or they is or are duly authorifed by
fuch other perfon or perfons to apply for the return of fuch letters
refpetively. :
I1. And whereas there may be contained in the faid mails feveral
Letters from perfons refiding in parts beyond-the feas, which have been
tranfmitted by fuch perfons to their refpeslive correfpondents in London,
inorder to be by fuch corvefpondents put into the faid general poft office,
and forwarded by the poft unto the faid United Provinces, and which
may have been accordingly put into the fuid general peft office ; arnd it
is apprebended that there are written or indorfed upon all or the
greater part of fuch laft mentioned letters fo put ints the faid general
poft cffice, the name or names of the perfon or perfons, or the firm of
the haufe or houfes to wham fuch letters relpeclively have been tran/-
mitted, and by whom they have been forwarded : and whereas fuch
Perfons fo refiding in parts beyond the feas may not have an opportunity.
of applying under the provifions berein-before contained for the retarn
of fuch letters, and itis apprebended that 1t will be a great convenience
23 them that their correfpondents in London, who forwarded fuch
letters 10 the faid general poft office, fhould be authorifed to receive them
back : be it therefore further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That, if application thall be 'made to the poftmafter general, at Lc:g;: f;‘:”‘l"'.
any time within the fpace of three calendar months from and after ‘F:fg in foreign
the pafling of this a&t, by the perfon or perfons who fo refpec- parts may be
Q2 tively
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returned to . tively wrote 6r indorfed, or authorifed to be written or indorfed,
}h“:d‘;“"‘;e;n the name of the perfon or perfons, or the firm of the houfe or
Tondon un-  houfes by whom fuch laft mentioned letters refpeQively were put
opened. into the faid general poft office, fuch application being made, in
writing, at the faid general poft office, and being figned by the
perfon or perfons refpectively making the fame, and containipg
refpectively copies of what fhall be fo wrote or indorfed upon fuch
letters refpe@ively, fuch. copies refpeQively to be in the famg
hand writing as the hand writing indorfed upon fuch laft men-.
tioned letters refpedtively ; and if upon comparing fuch copies of
what fhall be fo written or indorfed upon fuchletters with the let-
ters refpectively, it thall appear that the copies arein the fame hand 3
: writinFas are indorfed upon fuch laft mentioned letters refpeQively, &
it fhall and may be lawful, notwithftanding any law, ftatute, cuf- §
tom, or ufage, to the contrary, for the poftmafter genesal, or & 4
officer or officers of the poft office, to be authorifed as aforefaid, ¥
to deliver fuch laft mentioned letters refpe&ively without opening
the fame to the perfon or perfons refpe&tively applying for thel
Oathtobe fame; fuch perfon or perfons firft making oath, to be adminif-
z;‘:" toser- tered as herein-after mentioned, that he or they did receive foch
Larsbe perfons 14t mentioned letter or letters refpectively from his or their corg
applying for fefpondent or correfpondents refiding in parts beyond the feas, 38
fachletters.  for the purpofe of being forwarded by the poft from London uata@l
the faid United Provinces, and that fuch perfon or perfons fo api
plying as laft aforefaid, did write or indorfe, or caufe to be writtagll
or indorfed, upon fuch letter or letters refpetively, the words anit
figures which fhall appear to be written or indorfed thercow
refpetively, and that fuch perfon or perfons did put, or caufe?
be put, fuch letter or lettess into the faid general poft office i
order to be forwarded by the poft unto the éid United Provise
A in-the faid refpeive mails, or fome ot one of them. '
Letters not  IlI. And be it further enafted by the autherity aforefaid, That
applied for in the faid poftmafter general fhall and may, notwithftanding any
;};{:: ';‘&‘r‘lth" law, ftatute, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary, detain an§ keep
this ant mag in his pofleflion all and every fuch of the faid letters, together @
be detained  with the contents thereof refpeQively, as fhall not, within th
till ordered to fpace of three calendar months from the paffing of this a&, b
g; i‘l’l';wr:"cn_ required to be returned in manner in this a& mentioned, or unit
tary of fate, the powers herein-after given, until he fhall receive direion
from one of his Majefty’s principal fecretaries of ftate, by warast
under his hand and feal, to forward the fame refpeively unto
the faid United Provinces in his Majefty’s mails of letters, to the
end that fuch letters, and what may be contained therein refpet-
tively, may be fent by poft for the perfons refpe@ively to whom
the faid letters refpectively are addrefled; which diretions it is
bereby declared it fhall and may be lawful for any one of his
Majeity’s principal fecretaries of ftate to give, by warrant under |
his hand and feal, and which dire®ions the poftmafter geaenl
is il‘e,rebﬁqfuirei tob obey, or caufe to be obeyed.
. y Jor the better afcertaining the perfons refpeflive
~ Jrem whom any letter or lcttﬁv contained in tr}n&aid mails rqﬁ%
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were written or figned or fent, and for preventing frauds in the dili-

very of the faid letters to perfons not entitled to receive the fame, or to

requirt the fame to be returned; be it further enated by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for his For prevent-
fud Majefty’s poftmafter general, or any perfan or perfons jof frauds the
authorifed and empowered by him, in writing under his hand, to oaths to
adminifter an oath or oaths to the perfon or petfons applying for taken:

the return of dny fuch letters as aforefaid, according to one of the

forms herein-after mentioned ; (that is to fay),

[ A. B. & fwear, [or, being one of the people called Duakers, Oaths.
IA. B. do folemnly a rm}, That I did write or fign or fend the
ltter gor letters] now claimed by me to be returned, to the pof? office ;
~end that the name [or names] fubferibed in writing, printed, fet, or
ﬁfxed, to fuch letter [or Iemrsi, was [or were] fubferibed, printed,
®, or affixed, to fuch ketter [ox Letters] by me, or by my direfiion.

Or,

A. B. do fuwer {or, being one of the people called Quakers,
1A, B. do folemnly a_ﬁrmi That I am J::I:y autborifed byﬂy

[C. D. &c. as the cafe may be] to receive the letter [or letters])
snwclaimedto be returned to me, on bebalf of the faid

C. D, &c. as the cafe may be] ; and that the faid

C.D. &c. as the cafe maybe] did, to the befl of my knowledge
ond belicf, write or fign or fend the fame to the poft office ; and that
thename [or mames) fubferibed in writing, printed, fet, or affixed, to
fuch letter: {ov letters] was [or were] according to the beft of my
Inowledge or belief, fo fubferibed, prx'rmg Jety or affixed, by or by the
authority of the faid [C. D. &c. as the cafe may be].

Or,

[ A. B. & fwear, {or, being one of the people called Quakers,
IA. B. do folemnly affirm), That I did receive the leter [or
letters) now applied for by me to be returned, and now produced and
Pewn unto me, from my correfpondent {or correfpondents), who refides
of refide) in parts beyond the fecs, for the pu?yi of being forwarded
me.by the pofl from London unto the United Provinces ; and that
did write or indorfey or caufe to be written or indorfed, upon fuch
Icm:}”or letters] the wirds and fgum which now appear to be written
or indorfed thereon ; and that I did put, or caufe to be puty fuch letter
(or Letters] into the general poft lsﬁce in London, in order to be for-
warded by the poft unto the jfzod nited Provinces.

V. And inafmuch as, in the execntion of this prefent afd, it may hap-
penthat ﬁr::{f the perfons who may apply for tb:ﬁrmma :{ letters may
uot be enabled to.comply with the precife forms bereby direéted, and
probably cannot take the agth eor oaths in the exaél form or forms of
words bereby reguired to be taken, on which account the pofimafler
general cannsty, under the refirictions berein-before containe rmtr‘;

L3
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all the letters containgd in the Jfaid mails which fball be applied for 13
be returned, notwil{’/ianfling that the perfons fo applying may be well
;:ntxt!ed 10 recciva bagh fych letters, and that the true intent and mean.
ing of this afl is, thyy they fhould be enabled fo to receive them: fox
Secretary of remedx whereof, be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid,
fiate may au- That, in any cafe where fuch difficulty fhall occur, it fhall and |
thorife the  may be lawful to 244 for any-one of his Majefty’s principal k-
delivery of cret:_u‘ies of ftate,by warrant or warrants under his band and feal, |
:;t;f,rsﬁ to diret, order, require, and authorife, the poltmatter genenlto
gh the d quire, ) ) .
perfons apply- OPeR and return any fych Jetter or letters, for which applicaton
ing cannot fhall be made to be returned, and which cannot be returned un.
comply with der the forms ang reftrictions herein- hefore contained, upon fuch 1
}2:15;3&"“}1 perfon or perfoyg identifying the letter or letters, and making
o oath in fuch mapner and form as in fuch refpective warrantor
warrants fhall required and exprefled; and the poﬁmaﬁ'etJ
general is herehy empowered and required to execute, or cark
to bé executed, 3] fuch orders and diretions, and to adminifter,
o7 caufe to be 3dminiftered, fuch oath and oaths as fhall, in fuch
refpective warpane or warrants, be exprefled or contained ; any
thing herein-before contained to the contrary theteof in anywi
Penalty on notwithftand; . Co
perfons taking ¥ b+ -And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, Thatd
falfe oaths. ~ any per fon of perfons who thall be convifted of wilfully takirg"
a falfe oath’jy any of the cafes in which oaths are to be taken b
Virtue of this ad@, or in any cafe wherein an oath or caths (hall,
b)'.-w{tue of a warrant or-warrants under the hand and feal of
Prin€ipal fecretary of ftate; be authorifed and required to be takes,
every fuch perfon fo taking a falfe oath fhall be liable to the pains)
and penalties to which perfons are liable for wilful and corrup
perjury. :
VII. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, any’
Potmafter  JaW, ftatute, ufage, or cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding,
general, &c. 1 hat neither the faid poftmafter general, nor any fuch officer of
not liable to  fervant as aforefaid, fhall be liable to any a&ion, {uit, indi&tment,
’f‘;"?'a‘gi’:;‘“zn information, or other proceeding, or be liable to or incurany
der this fa. " penalty, forfeiture, or incapacitation, for or by reafon of an ‘
aét, matter, or thing, donc, or forborne to be done, by virtue and |
under the authority of and according to this prefent a&, or in the
execution of the fame, or of the authoritics herein contained, |
or any of them, or in relation thereto, or in purfuance of the
dire&tion and authority of fuch principal fecretary of ftate, to be
given in manner herein-before mentioned; but that all fack
a&ions, fuits, indi®tments, informations, proceedings, penalties
forfeitures, and incapacitations, fhall be, and are hereby abfolutelf
difgllarged. it by dh o
[I. And be it further ena&ed the authority aforefaid,
fj{{f,“;‘;;“" That if any perfon or perfons fhall, Z}t any time gr times, be
plead the ge- fued, molefted, or profecuted, for any thing by him or them da:
neral ifue.  or executed, in purfuance of this act, or of any claufe, mattet; 6
thing herein contained, fuch perfon and perfons fhall indnmy
plead the gencral iflue, and give the fpecial matter in evidez

L
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br his or their defence; and if, upon the trial, a verdi@ fhall

as for the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs

all become nonfuited, then fuch defendant or defendants fhall’

ave treble cofts awarded to him or them againft fuch plaintiff or Treble cofts,
aintiffs. -

IX, And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That Perfons frau-
Ihat if any perfon or perfons whatfoever fhall falfely or fraudu- fﬁ;ﬁﬁtl’{c‘t’a}‘
tly obtain any letter or letters, hereby authorifed to be returned comi’,‘,i,,g
aforefaid, or that fhall or may be authorifed to be returned bank notes,
der the authority of a wargant or warrants of fuch principa] &c uilty of
retary of ftate, by virtue of the powers herein-before contained *'°%Y*

that purpofe, containing any bank note, bank poft bill, bill of

hange, promiffory note, letter of credit, or any other fecurity or

trument what{oevcr, for the payment of money, every fuch perfon

offending, and being thereof convi@ed in due form of law, fhall

deemed guilty of felony, and fhall be tranfported for the term

feven years, =

IX. And be it alfo further enalted by the authoritv aforefaid,

at it fhall and may be lawful to and for any one of his Ma- Letters ma
y’s principal fecretaries of ftate, by warrant or warrants under be returned to
hand and feal, to dire&, order, require, and authorife, the poft- f‘?}'t"g" mj-
fter general to open and return any letter or letters contained ;'mf,rfs :nthnor
the faid mails refpectively, for rgturning which, application without oath,
| be made by or on behalf of any foreign minifter. or em- of writing
lador, upon fuch proof being made, with or without oath, thas them &c.
h foreign minifter or embaflador did. write, fign, of fend to

| polt, or caufe to be written, figned, or fent to the poft, fuch

et of letters refpectively, and upon fuch other directions re-

Ring the faid letter or letters fo applied for being complied

gh, as in {uch warrant or warrants fhall be required to be made
fromplied with ; and the poftmafter general is hereby alfo re-

red to execute or -caufe to be executed all fuch -orders and

e&ions as fhall, in fuch refpe@ive warrant or warrants, be ex-

piled or contained ; any thing herein-before contained to the

mtrary notwithftanding. e L

eX1 And inafmuch as, in the execution of this prefent all, it may .’

Wen that fome of the perfons who may apply for the resurx

§r7s may not be enabled to comply with the precife forms bere

¥Gedy and probably canmot take. the oath. or eaths in the exaé?

W cr forms of words bereby required to be taken, on which account -
pofimafler general cannot, under the reflri&lions berein-before con-

Wed, return all the letters contained in the faid mails which fhall be

Wied for to be returned, notwithflanding that the perfons fo applying

By be well entitled o receive back fuch letters, that the true iu- Secretary of
tent and meaning of this at is, that they fbould be enabled fo to receive ftate may au-
them ; be it further enadted by the author‘i% aforefaid, That, jn gh;’.“f‘t oF
any cafe where fuch difficulty fhall occur, it fhall and may be law- 1:&:::,’ ©

fl to and for any one of his Majefty’s principal fecretaries of though the
Rate, by warrant or warrants under his hand and feal, to dire&, perfons apply-
order, require, and authorife, the poftmafter general to open and p I ';‘l';“::th

teturn any fuch letter or letters, for which application fhall be ¢he preferibed
U4 made forms.
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.fhade to be returned, and which cannot be returned under the forms
and reftri®tions herein-before contained, upon fuch perfon or
~ perfons fo identifying the letter or letters, and making oath, in fuch
~ “manner and form as in fuch refpetive warrant or warrants fhal’
be required and exprefled ; and the poftmafter general is hereby
empowered and required to éxecute, or caufe to be executed,
fuch orders and dire&ions, and to adminifter, or caufe to .be ad
miniftered, fuch oath or oaths as fhall, in fuch refpeive w
or warrants, be exprefled or contained ; any thing herein-bef
' contained to the contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding.
A& may be XII. Provided alfo, Thhat it fhall and may be lawful to altef ¢
altered or re- repeal this act in the prefent feflion of parliament.

pealed this
C AP LXIIL

filion,
An afl for granting to bis Majefly certain Sflamp du.'ie:" om fa
infurances.—[May 19, 1795.]

Moft gracious Sovereign,

Preamble. E, your Maé'cﬁy’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjes, the cougl
. mons of Great Britain in parliament aflembled, towndll
raifing the néceffary fupplies to defray your Majefty’s pubhdil
expences, and making fuch permanent addition to the publyfll
revenue as fhall be adequate to the increafed charge occafiang
- by any loan to be raifed, or ftock to be created, by virtue of s
L ag or a&s for that purpofe to be pafled in this fefion of pas
ment, have freely and voluntarily refolved to give and grant wey
our Majefty the duties herein-after mentioned; and do |
‘humbly befeech your Majefty that it may be enadted; and il
it enaed by the King’s moft exccllent majefty, by and ’
the advice and conlent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, agf
‘commons, in this prefent pirliament aflembled, and by ok
From July ¢, ‘authority of the fame, That, from and after the fifth day of %
i:?;fl’, 3::52? one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five, there fhall be rafed]
to be paid on Jevied, collected, and paid, throughout the kingdom of Graflf
infurances.  Britain, unto agd far the ufe of his Majefty, his heirs and g4
ceffors, for every fkin or picce of vellum or parchment, or {hyit
or picce of paper, upon which any infurance upon any fhipis
fhips, goods, or merchandize, or upon any other property ot §
-tereft whereon infurances may lawfully be made, fhall be ingeif:
‘fed, printed, or written, the ftamp duties following upog §
“fums infured ; (that is to fay), where the fum to be infured Sl
amount to one hundred pounds, a ftamp duty of two fhilliag
and fixpence, and fo progreflively for every fum of one ‘hundmd
‘ pounds infureds and where the fum to be infured fhall sét
amount to one hundred pounds, a like ftamp duty of two thillisgs .
and fixpence; and where the fum to be infured fhall exceod
hundred pounds, or any progreffive fums of onc hundred poosi
each, by any fractional part of one hundred pounds, a like {9

duty of two fhillings and fixpence for each fractional pu:,m




